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Budget Process:  BeautifulCity.ca Set to ‘InVoice’ City Hall 
 
   >> Zero new money in budget for enhancing public spaces with art // 
BeautifulCity.ca Town Hall: ‘InVoice’ March 1

st
  6:30pm City Hall, Committee Room #2 // 

View video of previous town hall here: http://vimeo.com/5639645   << 

Toronto, Canada // After unanimous endorsement by the PGM Committee followed by a 
29/12 win at Council in Dec. 2009 (drastically improving regulation of billboards) the final 
decision on the billboard tax for art has been set to occur at some point during the budget 
process. The new tax was justified as going to enhanced funding for art in public spaces 
in staff and consultant reports, public consultations, city press releases, over 45 times in 
Council and a wide variety of media outlets after.   

In yesterday‟s Staff Recommended 2010 Operating Budget, zero new money has been 
allotted to enhancing public spaces with art. The rationale is that the arts avoided a 5% 
cut in general. However, the billboard tax revenues are significantly more than 5% of the 
present arts budget. It is also undemocratic (i.e. without public consultation, council 
direction or a vote) to assume that a 5% cut could have been automatically applied to 
some of the city‟s most popular, already anemic and least resource intensive programs. 
Additionally, „the arts in general‟ is a different than enhancing public spaces with arts 
(Executive Committee‟s original direction and the basis that the tax was sold to the public 
in consultations.)  

A large number Councillors stated their support for enhancing public spaces with art 

through the new tax. Budget Chief and Toronto‟s Official Youth Advocate, Councillor 

Shelley Carroll moved the billboard tax revenues to the operating budget process as a 

safeguard to effectively direct the funds. In council she repeatedly underscored the need to 

follow-though on the city‟s commitment to the Agenda for Prosperity and Culture Plan. After 

the vote she was also reported in Inside Toronto as promising that the funds would be 

targeted toward to the arts. Mayor Miller was also recorded as saying that he would “to use 

the new revenues to achieve the goals of our cultural plan,” In council, Councillor Rae 

stated “I am committed, deeply to the funds, going to, as the Hemson report suggested into 

the public realm and to the arts.” Spacing reported that “every single member of Budget 

Committee has expressed their support for a billboard tax that funds arts and public realm 

enhancements.”  

BeautifulCity.ca understands the budget pressures and has proposed a solution in our 

policy document. The Alliance looks forward to working with these councillors to ensure that 

the new funding is dedicated towards enhancing public spaces with art. 

 

Quick Facts 

1. According to EKOS Research, only 18% of Torontonians are supportive of a billboard tax 

with the funds going into general revenue. 

2. Over 4500 people have signed a petition of support and over 60 organizations have 

endorsed BeautifulCity.ca 

3.  The city would not even have the tax without the arts community inventing the idea and 

pushing it through for the past 8 years. 
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4. The revenue is only 0.04% of the budget this year, 0.09% of next – Torontonians will get no visible benefit if 

these funds go instead to increasing funding for entrenched interests – but if it goes to art in public spaces the 

effect will be revolutionary in supporting youth arts programs and creating a more vibrant city. 

5. According to EKOS Research, 80% of Torontonians think that government investment in the arts in public 

spaces improves the local economy.  

6. After inflation, cultural funding has been stagnant since 1991 and most artists live below the poverty line and 

also work non-arts jobs. 

7. According to the Martin Prosperity Institute average cities around the country have expanded their cultural 

expenditures by more than 4 times as much as Toronto, putting the city on the low end of competitive growth.  

8. Fiscal stability should include strategic investment: a McKinsey and Co. study in 2006 found that "for every 1 

dollar of public arts funding in a regional economy, 8 are generated.” 

9. Vibrant public spaces enhance property values, boost tourism, give something visible back to residents and 

will help build the city for the long-term. 

 

Call to Action 

- Call your city councillor and ask them to support the funds going to enhancing public spaces in accordance to 

how the tax was conceived and sold to the public and council. 

- Register your arts, public space or arts related organizations to give a deputation at Budget Committee 

(buc@toronto.ca) with your name, title, deputation subject and address for March 1
st
. 

- Show your support at the BeautifulCity.ca Town Hall: „InVoice,‟ on March 1st 6:30pm in Committee Room #2 

at City Hall. 

 

Resources 

Watch a Recap Video of PGM & Council: 

http://www.beautifulcity.ca 

Download Position Paper (including transcripts, EKOS Poll): 

http://www.beautifulcity.ca/bc/BC-BudgetProcess.pdf  

Register for Town Hall Updates: 

http://tinyurl.com/yzwsno7  

Download this press release: 

http://www.beautifulcity.ca/bc/BC-PR11.pdf  

Media Inquiries 

Devon Ostrom 

devon@beautifulcity.ca  

647 267 4221 

Julia Che - Agents of Change 

Julia@beautifulcity.ca 

416 928 1978 

 

MEDIA LINKS AND RESOURCES - Please click text to follow links or go to http://www.beautifulcity.ca   
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